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<Abstract>

Filipino Teachers Challenges and Response
Strategies Regarding Distance Learning
during the Coronavirus Disease 2019 Pandemic:

Focusing on Teacher Agency

Jiin Kim (Seoul National University)
Sung-Sang Yoo (Seoul National University)

This study explored teacher agency by examining the challenges that teachers
in the Philippines faced in implementing distance learning during the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic and their coping strategies. The findings
revealed that Filipino teachers were challenged by students’ learning loss due to
parental apathy, lack of infrastructure and support for teachers to practice distance
education, and a surge in their workload. To overcome these challenges, teachers
changed their process of distributing self-learning modules, applied new online
teaching methods, and sought to reduce the cost of distance learning with their
know-how. The results show that the teachers used their teacher agency to
implement distance education under the COVID-19 restrictions and preventive
measures implemented by the government. However, teacher agency was limited
owing to their passivity and lack of relational reflexivity. The findings suggest
that teachers can play a key role in future distance education practices. Successful
distance education policies must consider teacher agency and ways to support

teacher learning communities.

* Key words: Philippines, teachers, teacher agency, distance education
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