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<Abstract>

Educational Significance of Youth Participation

Committees Activity in Jeju

Hyojoo Shin (Jeju National University)
Minho Kim (Jeju National University)
Nandintuya Batnasan (Jeju National University)

The central and local governments have started to view youth as subjects of
policy rather than objects, in response to socioeconomic and democratic changes.
They promote active participation among youth by establishing Youth Participation
Committees as part of the government-led youth policy delivery system. Since
2017, young people on Jeju Island have actively engaged in these committees.
However, there is limited research on the educational benefits of their involvement
in such committees. This study uses a phenomenological method to analyze the
educational significance of the activities of the Youth Participation Committees for
six youths with over two years of participation experience on Jeju Island. The
findings reveal that these youths, as stakeholders in youth policy, have learned
about subjectivity and practice, identity to comprehend their differences, and
citizenship, leading to critical reflection on the government-led administrative
system. Nevertheless, they must ensure adequate deliberation time within the
Youth Participation Committees, understand the sensitivities of youth from a
generational perspective, and establish a cooperative governance that allows for
inclusive participation to continue their development. Comparing these results with
future analyses of private sector-led youth group activities could provide a more

comprehensive understanding of how youth citizenship of Jeju Island develops.

« Key words: citizenship learning, youth community, vyouth community

committees, government-led youth policy, phenomenological study
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