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HAAASEAN 78 AAZA AA, FSHA Yol JAMFE 23817 e F2ARY
(unconditional model) #41& E3] &%= AR A E(information criteria), x° *Fo] AZ,
79 2 5 A A g&std HAY ARG +E At HAEAF=

AIC(Akaike information criterion), CAIC(consistent Akaike information criterion),
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<Abstract>

Types of Informal Learning Participation and
Their Influence on Non-formal Education and
Social Participation Among Adult Learners:
A Latent Class Analysis

Chang Sung Jang (Hanyang University)
Sojung Hong (Hanyang University)
Junghwan Kim (Texas A&M University)
Jaehong Joo (Hanyang University)

This study aimed to examine types of informal learning participation among
adult learners and to reveal how the predictors and outcomes of the participation
vary across groups. The data was sourced from the 2022 Korean Adult Lifelong
Learning Survey, and a total of 2,814 adult learners were analyzed using latent
class analysis. The main findings are as follows. First, four distinct groups of
informal learning participation were identified: (a) low participation, (b)
activity—oriented, (c) high participation, and (d) online media-based. Second, we
explored the predictors influencing class membership in informal learning
participation, including demographic and lifelong learning-related factors.
Furthermore, we found that the relationships between variables varied across the
identified groups. Third, the levels of informal learning participation were closely
associated with their non—formal education and social participation as outcomes of
lifelong learning. This study ascertained that adult learners’ participation in lifelong
learning can be differentiated according to the distinct attributes of each group.
Based on the findings, we suggest policy and practical implications for informal
learning as a potential means to invigorate lifelong learning and tackle educational

and social inequalities among adult learners.

* Key words: types of informal learning participation, non-formal education

participation, social participation, adult learners, latent class analysis
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