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<Abstract>

A Qualitative Case Study on Busan Metropolitan
City's Lifelong Learning Policy for the Elderly

Yongkook Joo (Kyungsung University)

Using a qualitative case study approach, this study analyzed the characteristics
(background and environment, ideology and goals, subjects and targets, processes
and projects, and outcomes) of Busan Metropolitan City’s senior—specific lifelong
learning policy and proposed future policy directions. The results revealed that the
policy was led by the public sector and focused on improving older adults’ health
and social participation and creating appropriate job opportunities for them. Next,
policy implementation prioritized the development of infrastructure, while the
programs emphasized “learning to know” and “learning to do.” Policy performance
was assessed based on input, satisfaction, and awareness levels. Future policy
tasks include developing a policy definition for older adults, setting goals for
graceful aging, expanding participant-driven projects, developing experts in
senior-specific lifelong learning, developing programs tailored to older adults’
characteristics, and developing aging-related indicators. Overall, through its

comprehensive policy analysis, this study provides valuable policy implications.

 Key words: Busan, older adults, lifelong learning, policy, case study
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