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<Abstract>

A Qualitative Case Study on Learning Community

Experiences of Disability Awareness Instructors

Namsoon Kim (Chungnam National University)
Jooyun Kim (Chungnam National University)
Hwanbo Park (Chungnam National University)

This study examines the experiences of disability awareness educators in a
learning community within the context of their role. In-depth interviews with eight
educators affiliated with the A study group were combined with a qualitative case
study method. The analysis revealed that the participants had voluntarily formed a
learning community and were enhancing their expertise in delivering disability
awareness education through various approaches. They also maintained amicable
relationships with various stakeholder groups, built trust within the local
community, and expanded opportunities to deliver lectures. However, the
instructors experienced challenges in gaining recognition for their professionalism
as disability awareness improvement educators with private certifications. Finally,
based on the findings, institutional improvements and support measures for

training and enhancing the competencies of such educators were discussed.

« Key words: disability awareness improvement education, disability awareness
improvement educator, learning community, educator expertise,

culture of empathy with disability
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