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<Abstract>

Analyzing 20 Years (2005-2024) of Research
Trends in the Journal of Lifelong Learning Society.
Focusing on Topic Modeling

Eun Kyung Lee (Korea National Open University)

This study examines the research trends over 20 years in the Journal of
Lifelong Learning Society, which has played a leading role in academic research
while presenting a comprehensive vision for a lifelong learning society.
Specifically, it reviews the journal’s direction and derives meaningful insights via
text mining of 486 articles published in the journal from 2005 to 2024. Frequently
appearing words in the articles are related to thematic domains, learning subjects,
activities, and analysis. The topic modeling analysis reveals four key topics: 1)
expansion of learning subjects and domains, 2) practice of civic learning
communities, 3) analysis of distance teaching and learning, and 4) lifelong
education systems and policies. Notably, the distribution of these topics varies
over time. Further, the topics are interconnected through keywords such as
experience, relationships, distance, competence, and programs. Finally, based on the
analysis of topic content, changes in topic distribution, and topic-word networks,
this study discusses the journal's academic vision and suggests future research

directions.

* Key words: Journal of Lifelong Learning Society, topic modeling, research

trends, text-mining, semantic network analysis
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