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<Abstract>

An Exploration of Lifelong Education in
Enlightenment-era Joseon Through
The Independent Newspaper:
Based on the Editorials of The Independent

Youngtae Yoon (Ajou University)
Sungyup Yi (Ajou University)

The Independent Newspaper performed served an important educational function
by addressing a wide range of fields, including economics, medicine, and hygiene.
It played an active role in establishing and disseminating sanitary regulations in
the absence of adequate national systems, and in proposing concrete and feasible
policy alternatives to the government. It consistently emphasized “education” as a
prerequisite for building an independent nation, seeking to awaken the people from
ignorance, cultivate their capacity to distinguish right from wrong, and foster
internal unity as well as a sense of awareness and resistance toward foreign
powers. This enlightenment spirit manifested in specific activities such as the
eradication of superstition, improvement of public hygiene, advancement of
women’s rights, and enhancement of legal awareness, thereby establishing itself as
the first form of lifelong education. Consequently, it laid the foundation for the
practice of learning for the sake of knowing, which is the aim of lifelong
education.

« Key words: independent newspapers, lifelong education, people’s enlightenment,

educational level in the age of bloom
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