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<Abstract>

Exploration of Mimesis-based Career Attitudes and

the Meaning of Work Among Lifelong Educators

Heeseon Jeong (Gyeonggi-do HRD Institute)
Sungyup Yi (Ajou University)

This study examines how career attitudes, career formation, and the meaning of
work are constructed among five public-sector lifelong educators by conducting
in-depth interviews and field texts and employing a case study design. Ricoeur’s
three-fold mimesis was applied as an interpretive analytical framework, with the
protean career attitude and ontological self-formation through reflection serving as
complementary analytical lenses.

The findings indicate that participants reinterpret unexpected events as
opportunities for self-directed choice and actively reconfigure their career paths.
Through repeated practice and reflection, value orientation becomes internalized as
practical standards that guide career-related selection and adjustment. The
meaning of work expands through experiences of encounter, resonance, and
immersion, contributing to the formation of professional identity and the enactment
of social responsibility.

This study conceptualizes career formation not as the accumulation of job
history but as a nonlinear, recursive feedback process in which event interpretation
and practice transformation repeatedly shape one another. It also proposes a
practical support framework that identifies a cycle of practice experiences—
recording, reflection, feedback, and reconfiguration—alongside a stage—specific

competency framework.
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