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<Abstract>

A Teleological Turn in Career Education and
Lifelong Learning in an Age of Uncertainty:

Proposing the Purpose-based Life-career Design
(PB-LCD) Model

Kyunghi Kim (Kyungnam University)
Eunhee Jung (Kyungnam University)

This study critically examines the limitations of career education and lifelong
learning discourses that remain largely grounded in functionalist perspectives
focused on skill development and employability, and proposes an alternative
purpose-based theoretical model suited to an age of uncertainty. Although
contemporary career theories have expanded career development into a processual,
contextual, and agentic form of design, they have not sufficiently formalized the
hierarchical role and function of purpose as a central organizing principle across
career, learning, and life.

To address this gap, this study adopts Ackoff’s theory of purposeful systems as
a meta-theoretical framework and reinterprets Designing Your Life, Career
Construction Theory, and Positive Psychology (PERMA) from a purpose-centered
perspective. Using an integrative literature review and conceptual modeling
approach, the core components of these theories are functionally reorganized
around the concept of purpose.

As a result, this study proposes the Purpose-Based Life-Career Design
(PB-LCD) model. PB-LCD conceptualizes career not as a one-time choice or
adaptive response, but as an ongoing process of designing and realigning life
structures around purpose through three interdependent components— Being,
Designing, and Doing —and a cyclical mechanism termed the Purpose Alignment
Loop. Furthermore, the study presents practical application guidelines for education
design, program implementation, evaluation, and policy indicators, demonstrating

the model’s applicability to educational and policy contexts.
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By reframing career education and lifelong learning as purpose-centered

processes of existential design, this study offers a theoretical foundation for
addressing career development amid uncertainty.

 Key words: purpose-based life-career design, purposeful systems, career

education, lifelong learning, era of uncertainty
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