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<Abstract>

Exploring How Adult Learners Learning
Experiences in Junior Colleges Alter
Their Perceptions of Community Engagement and

Local Settlement Intentions

Sunkyoung Park (Osan University)
Hyunyong Ahn (National Institute for Lifelong Education)

This study examines how the effects of adult learners’ learning experiences in
junior colleges extend beyond personal growth to shape their perceptions of
community engagement and local settlement intentions within the context of
lifelong higher education.

Focus group interviews were conducted with ten participants enrolled in an
adult—friendly curriculum at O University, and the data were analyzed using
Strauss and Corbin’s grounded theory paradigm.

The findings indicate that learning content reflecting life transitions and local
context enhanced motivation to participate, whereas community-based learning and
emotional support facilitated learning persistence and changes in role perception. In
addition, practice—centered curriculum experiences enabled learners to perceive
themselves as connected to the local community, leading to a greater appreciation

of community engagement and stronger local settlement intentions.

 Key words: lifelong higher education, adult learners, learning experiences,

community participation, local settlement intention
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