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<Abstract>

Reconfiguring Adult Learning in the Age of
Generative Artificial Intelligence:
A Context-Dependent Interaction Model

Euna Yang (Korea Nazarene University)

This study examines the implications of the rapid diffusion of generative
artificial intelligence (AI) for adult learning systems. Rather than treating Al as a
mere technological innovation, it conceptualizes it as a context—dependent
mediating condition whose educational effects vary across institutional, pedagogical,
and socio—technical arrangements.

Drawing on recent international research and policy debates, the study develops
an integrated analytical framework organized around four dimensions: Al literacy,
self-directed learning, equity, and assessment. The findings indicate that in
Al-mediated environments, self-directed learning should not be understood as an
inherent individual capacity but should be reconceptualized as a relational and
conditional capability shaped by literacy levels, technological mediation, and
assessment design. Equity issues extend beyond access to encompass disparities in
the quality of Al-mediated learning, potentially generating a double accumulation
structure in which participation and performance gaps reinforce each another.

Based on these analyses, the study proposes a context-dependent interaction
model, demonstrating that the educational effects of Al emerge through
interactions among literacy design, institutional support, equity conditions, and
assessment structures. These findings reposition adult learning in the age of Al
not as a matter of technological adaptation but rather a process of reconfiguring
learning systems and their normative foundations. The study identifies Kkey

directions for future research, policy, and practice.

« Key words: generative artificial intelligence, adult learning systems, Al
literacy, self-directed learning, context—-dependent interaction

model
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