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<Abstract>

Developing a Training Program Content
Framework for Democratic Civic Education

Activists in Gyeonggi Province

Joon Heo (Yeungnam University)
Jihyun Kim (Seoul 50Plus Foundation)

This study empirically analyzed the educational needs of democratic -civic
education activists and developed a training content framework. Through a
literature review and focus group interviews, 39 core competencies were derived.
A survey in Gyeonggi Province yielded 225 valid responses, which were analyzed
using the Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP), Importance-Performance Analysis
(IPA), and Borich needs assessment. First, the AHP showed that “Growing as an
Expert” had the highest weight (0.42), indicating activists prioritize existential
reflection over instructional skills. Second, the IPA identified instructional
competencies — “discussion  facilitation,” “lecture delivery,” and “deliberative
democracy program facilitation” —as high-priority areas, with variations by role
and career stage. Third, a modular program comprising 3 action modes— “Being a
Citizen,” “Doing Civic Education,” and “Growing as an Expert” —with 8 sub-areas
and 40 modules was developed. This study advances evidence-based curriculum
design and extends the discourse on lifelong educator professionalism by redefining

activists as reflective practitioners.

* Key words: democratic civic education, activist professionalism, educational needs
analysis, AHP, IPA
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