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<Abstract>

The Effectiveness of Informal Learning Methods on
Lifelong Learning Outcomes

Seongkyeong Jeong (Chungnam National University)

This study identifies patterns of lifelong learning outcomes among adults based
on life satisfaction, participation in social and economic activities, and learning
attitudes, and examines the effects of participation in lifelong education. Using data
from the 2024 Lifelong Learning Individual Survey, latent profile analysis and
propensity score matching were conducted with a sample of 30,829 adult learners.
The findings indicated that lifelong learning outcomes among Korean adults could
generally be classified into “high-outcome” and “low-outcome” groups across the
examined domains. Adults who actively engaged in everyday conversations with
others or participated in interactive forms of informal learning were more likely to
belong to the high-outcome group. Based on these findings, this study extends
theoretical discussions of adult lifelong learning outcomes in the Korean context
and offers implications for improving lifelong education policies and systems to

enhance learning outcomes.

« Key words: lifelong learning outcome, effects of lifelong education
participation, informal learning methods, latent profile analysis,
propensity score matching
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