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<Abstract>

Building an Inclusive Lifelong Education Ecosystem
Based on Lifelong Education Philosophy:
The Case of Rural Lifelong Learning City for
Individuals with Disabilities in County A

Hyejeong Han (Hyejeon University)

This study diagnosed the realities of a rural municipality (County A)
transitioning into a disabled lifelong learning city amid infrastructural and
population crises, and explored how an inclusive ecosystem can be built here.
Focus group interviews with 23 stakeholders revealed: 1) Uniform programming
failed to meet life-stage demands, causing a lack of “vertical integration”. 2)
Segregated institution—centered education caused “secondary institutionalization,”
conflicting with “normalization”. 3) Administrative silos and budgetary rigidity
hindered “horizontal governance”. 4) A lack of specialized personnel restricted
learners’ “empowerment”. Based on these findings, some practical strategies were
suggested: establishing a permanent working—level consultative body, opening
everyday convergent spaces through barrier—free facility transformations, and
deploying dedicated coordinators. Overall, this research extends disability education
into mainstream lifelong education, discovering an alternative rural ecosystem
model and illuminating the potential of transforming disabled learners’ identity into
becoming “active contributors” within the community.

 Key words: lifelong education for people with disabilities, lifelong learning

city, normalization, inclusive ecosystem, community governance
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