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<Abstract>

University Students’ Experiences of Lifelong
Education Field Practicum: A Qualitative
Meta-synthesis Study

Hyounju Kang (Gyeongsang National University)

This study meta-synthesized seven qualitative studies on university students’
lifelong education field practicum experiences, selected from KCI-indexed journals
through inclusion/exclusion criteria and CASP appraisal, and analyzed using Noblit
and Hare's (1988) meta—ethnography. The synthesis mapped these experiences as a
continuous learning journey across pre—, during-, and post-practicum stages,
vielding 7 themes and 20 sub—themes. Notably, students entered with instrumental
motivations amid uncertainty. They then faced gaps between theory and the field.
Further, while experience quality varied with structural conditions (manuals,
supervision, and peers), they also grew through practice and relationships.
Subsequently, they broadened their views of lifelong education and lifelong
educators while reconstructing multilayered career identities. Practicum quality was
closely related to not only to students’ individual efforts but also to structural
conditions.

 Key words: lifelong education field practicum, qualitative meta-synthesis,

university students, lifelong educator training
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